
The Nicholson Residence 
1335 Detroit Avenue 
Lakewood,  Ohio 

EA.BS No.  0-310 

HAB^ 
OMiO 

I'M AlCvVO 
"3 - 

PH0T0GRAKPS 
WRITTEN HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA 

HISTORIC  AMERICAN  BUILDINGS SUKVEY 
William A, Bohnard,  District Officer, 
9815 Newton Avenue   - Cleveland,   Ohio. 



HABS NO. 0-210   H A^o 
OH tO 

Page X        !«-U^ 

3- 
THE NICHOLSON HOUSE 

Lakewood, Cuyahoga county* Ohio. 

Owner:  Descendant. 

Date of Erection: 1831, 

Architect:  Not known. 

Builder,:: Not knovra. 

Present Condition: Good. 

Number of stories:  Two. 

Materials of Construction: Stone foundation, timber construction. 
Frame walls. 

Other Existing Records: None. 

Additional Data:  (See following page) 
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Project Ho,  0-2*10— THE "ICH0LS0N HOUSE, 

James Nicholson was the first roan to establish a permanent home  between 
the west  "bank of  the Ckiyahoga River and the east bank ox"  the Rocky Thiver. 

Like the majority of the people who  settled in the Western He serve,  he 
was a typical  Yankee;  and as he was "born and reared about   Chatham,  on 
Cape Cod,   he wcs in reality a "born Yankee11.     He was born  in IV'-J^and   as 
soon as  he attained Ms  £a&/jority> packed bis few "belongings  and   started 
for  Connecticut,   as  the Western   X©serve was called by many  at that time. 
He was induced  to  buy a tract  of land near  Conneaut - between that place 
and  the Pennsylvania line - and he  began to  clear the land  and erected 
a log cabin an that  site. 

It  was in 1304  that  James 1-Ticholson broke  ground in the forest  near 
Pennsylvania,   snd. he  spent  several   years en that farm,   and  mace   quite  an 
impression on  the forests that  had   to be  cleared away before a home  could 
be  established.     It v-s  here t .at he married "Betsy Bartholemew,   a. young 
miss who  bad corse  out from Connecticut a fei? years  before  he had started 
o-ut  on has pioneer life,   and w'-o  came, into   this  western wilderness when 
she was vet  in  her early teens. 

She kneT? :ruch of pioneer life}and proved a wise helpmate for this young 
Easterner who had yet to learn the ways of pioneering in the forests of 
ffik& the# new 'Vent. 

While  plucking away  at the  sleeve   of nature  in an effort  to found a 
comfortable   home  in   the northeast  corner of Ashtabula Co~or Ly,   in. Nicholson 
and  his young wife  were vis.ted  one  day by a  pioneer v/nc  had purchased  e 
tract  of  land west of the  Coi/aho,/,a "River,   and who,   tiring of  his purchase 
or being .wiv-   nearly satisfied with  the prospects of Mr- Nicholson,   -/r shed 
to  make  a trade with him. 

At   this  time  Mr.  Nicholson bed   never been  farther v.-est   than Vienna,   and 
only knew of conditions on the banks of th^  Cayahoga  r7:jr from hearsay. 
Bot   the   stranger's  description of  his lands -  which proved   to be wrjthln the 
site  of  tne  present  city ;:f Lakewood - interested  him and   after  talking the 
matter over with us wife,  he  decided to  visit  the nev  settlement at  the 

•;ouL of  the  Cuyahoga and  then,   if   pleased with w'^.-at   j.e  saw i.^re,   to 
wander out  to   this   Umber  tract and look it over. 

£LWA**€ /?s4, -*r< sf 



• The Nicholson  Residence KABA" lio.  0-210 
13335 Detroit  Avenue 
Lakev/ood, Ohio 

Cvmer  (or Custodian)   Szra Ilicholson 

)ate of Erection    Built  about  1838 

Architect 

Builder    James 1*ieholson 

Present  Condition    In c^od condition.    Has not   chan^ec 
much except  fox' the differences  in 
the  windows. 

IIUTr.her' of Otorios     Two   stories 

I.Iaterials of Construction Stone foundation.     Timber 
construction.     7ra.!:;e  walls. 

Cther 2xi stingy fficorj^:   Four photographs 
Three  pa^es  of history 

Additional Data: 
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V/hile plucking away at  the   sleeve of nature  in an effort 
to  found a comfortable home  in  the northeast corner of Ash tabula 
County,  Mr. nicholson and his young wife  were visited,  one  day 
by a pioneer who had purchased a tract of land west of the 
Cuyaho^a River,   and who,   tiring of his purchase  or being more 
nearly  satisfied  with the  prospects of lir,   I'icho'lson,  wished   to 
make a  trade ivith hini. 

At  this  tine Ilr. llicholson had never been  farther '.vest  than 
Vienna,   and only knew of conditions on the  banks  of the Cuyahoga 
River from hearsay.     But the  stranger's  deocrij- ion of his  land—• 
which proved  to be  within  the   site of  the  oresent  city of Lakewood 
intererred bin and after  talklnr; the matter over with  his wife, 
he  decided to visit   the new settlement at     lie mouth of the  Cuyaho^a 
River,   and then,   if  pleased with ivhat  he   saw there,   to wander 
out  to   this timber tract and look  it   over. 

The  first hone built   In the Nicholson farm was a  lo;; cabin 
erected a short distance west of the  or'sent residence. 

In  1838  the   present  home  was built.     Al]   timber was  cut  on 
the   farm,   the  drying was done on the homo   site,   and  the ooox* 
frames,  window frsmes,  doors,  and  sash were made  by  hand on the 
site .     h'oarly everything used  was hard lumber, making;  slov; urogress 
a certainty  in  the   huilciin^ of  a house. 

The dwell jr.^ as oriop rially completed was much as it is now. 
"?he greatest difference bein;; the wiadows; as first built, there 
v; ere  24   in   the ma is   oart     If:  smell  l.i r"hts   in each  sash , 
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fa^.ilv.     He v 
Nicholson was tho  only  survivor of My  father's 
is  80 roars of a>*e  at his  death and /as  T,ao young- 

est member of the  family.,     7*hen horn he was  IG years younger 
than  tho trot her preceding hin.     He  always livod  in  the  old 
hone,  and  ca-ne   into  possession of a lance   slice of his  fcAher's 

the   a-rre  of 2S  to Miss Alice ■ova.; estate. 
who when married was   living vdth her uncle   in Lakewood--Captain 
John Gealdin;>,   a v/ell l-cnovm  sailor on the   laVes.     Theirs v/as a 
happy and  prosperous union and  both   enjoyed c;ood  health vith  sons 
and daughters  living   in comfortable hones  about  them. 

Historic American Buildings  Purvey 
V/illian A*   Hohnard^  District  Officer 
9815 Hev/ton Ave.,   Cleveland,   Ohio 


